
CHWA CESU 
Experts Database



Experts Database

• Connect Federal and non-Federal Partners more easily
• Encourage collaborations



Experts Database 1.0

• Built with Access and hosted on old 
website

• Web interface that queried static 
Access file

• Drawbacks:
• Limited searching & filtering 

capabilities
• Became dated quickly
• Research interests categorization was 

unlimited



Experts Database 2.0 - Options

• Off the Shelf Database
• Expensive and would require manual data entry

• Publication Crawlers
• Cost prohibitive

• Open Source Library Software
• Labor intensive (1.25 annual FTE)

• Custom Design for WordPress Platform (current website platform)
• Custom Design for Drupal Platform
• WordPress Plugin and Host In-House Development

• Affordable and most flexible



WordPress Plugin with Host Development

• Affordable
• Provided the most long-term flexibility
• Primary Goals

• Develop web-based Experts Database that functions better than the old one
• Learn from past mistakes related to keywords and organization 
• Address “staleness” issue
• Improve searching to help connect users better
• Keep entry process simple and as automated as possible



Experts Database Development Committee

• Dan Filer, NPS
• Tom Fish, NPS
• Claire Jantz, Shippensburg
• Katie Kline, UMCES-AL
• Anne Timm, Forest Service
• David Velinsky, Drexel



Presenter
Presentation Notes
MOCK UPS – Just to give an idea of how this might look and function.  It may look different in the end as the database is developed.

This is the launch/start page for the database that allows you to type in a string of search characters to search for experts in a certain topic area.  It begins with a brief explanation of the database and goes right to the search box.

We could also feature new or random experts at the bottom of the page for visual interest and organic browsing.  

In this case, the searcher typed “effects of land use change”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
After typing in “effects of land use change”, this gives you an idea of what the search results may look like.  The expert profiles are not meant to be final.  This is manufactured data to give you an idea of what it might look like.

It would provide a summary table of researchers who either had this string of words somewhere in their profile, including in their CV.

Search results will have the option to be filtered by institution, state, research discipline, and research interests.  Any others?  Clicking on the filter button will lead you to filter options.  For example, if a Federal Partner wanted to work with a specific institution or within a particular state, they could find the right people more quickly.

All of the purple text represents web links.   If the visitor clicks on the expert’s name, it will take them to that person’s profile page.  If you click the institution name, it will take you to a list of all experts from that institution, and so on for the disciplines and research interests.  If you were to click “biogeochemistry”, it would take you to all experts who had included “biogeochemistry” as one of their research interests.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a mock up of what a profile might look like.  Again, all purple text is a link to either related experts or a specific profile.

Each profile will display:  name, contact information, research discipline(s), research interests along with some text fields where the user can add biographical information, educational information, information about current or past CESU-funded projects, along with other research.

We can also feature related experts thumbnails at the bottom of the page to encourage organic browsing and lead the searcher to related scientists/researchers.



Entry Process

• Contact Form
• CV Upload
• Profile Photo Upload

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are no required fields right now, so you can just complete a few fields and hit submit to get to the next step (CV upload).

Submitting the form should take you to the CV upload page, but here is the URL in case it doesn’t work:  http://chwacesu.al.umces.edu/cv-submission/

Same for Profile Photo:  http://chwacesu.al.umces.edu/profile-photo-submission/


http://chwacesu.al.umces.edu/expert-database-application/


Development Process

• Continue to work with committee to develop and test database
• Solicit volunteers to test application process and database 

functionality – Summer 2018
• Improve and modify search capabilities – Late Summer 2018
• Open application process to all partners – Late Summer 2018
• Release once database has been populated – Fall 2018
• Regular email contact with experts to maintain accuracy of profiles



Experts Database 2.1 - 2019

• Provide experts with option to edit their own profiles
• Solicit feedback from users and make adjustments and improvements 

based on feedback 
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