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Chesapeake Watershed CESU 
Student Award 

• Launched Chesapeake Watershed 
CESU Student Award in 2023 thanks 
to funding from NPS NCR 

• Up to 3 awards annually of $1500 
each, contingent upon funding 

• Criteria: Graduate student; involved 
in CHWA CESU facilitated project; 
for “exemplary efforts beyond a 
project’s standard outlined 
expectations”

• Timeline: Nominations open 
February/March; Selection 
Committee reviews in late April; 
Presented at the June/July meeting 



Chandler Berry 
Old Dominion University

For his contributions to analysis of online 
information and news on rock climbing 
management issues at HAFE, support of 
a 3-park climbing management research 
project for Harpers Ferry, C&O Canal, 
and Great Falls, and his assistance with 
field data collection at ROCR and WOTR 
for visitor use reporting.



Leah Rudge 
University of Delaware 

For her contributions to interpreting results of a grassland bird study at Harper’s Ferry for 
park management use and for her public outreach and communication efforts related to 
that study. She also held a workshop for park staff to observe bird mist-netting and 
banding and presented a talk on the topic at the Mid-Atlantic Ecological Society of 
America conference, and a poster at the Association of Field Ornithologists meeting.



Megan Massa
University of Maryland Center for Environmental 
Science 

For her work on grassland bird responses to 
habitat management in NPS battlefield parks. She 
analyzed a long-term NCR Inventory & Monitoring 
Network (NCRN I&M) grassland bird dataset, to 
document the value of NPS battlefield parks to 
grassland bird conservation and to demonstrate 
how land managers can augment or adjust open-
space management to benefit this imperiled suite 
of species. She presented on this research to the 
2022 American Ornithological Society conference, 
and in NPS forums (including meetings for the 
NCR Science Forum and the NCR Natural 
Resource Advisory Group).



Morgan Crump
The Pennsylvania State University
(Honorable Mention)

Honorable mention for her contributions to a 
project evaluating human perceptions of 
anthropogenic light sources in protected areas. 
Over several years, Morgan led a team of 
undergraduate students who assisted 
volunteers through an approximately one-mile 
trail system offering different rotating lighting 
conditions at night. Morgan demonstrated poise 
and professionalism in all her interactions with 
stakeholders. 
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