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Tolson’s Chapel & School in Sharpsburg, MD, just next door to Antietam Battlefield, was “rediscovered” by NPS historians (including our own Dean Herrin) and outside historians in the early 2000s.  The property was Listed in the NR in 2008, however, it’s national significance was not fully understood.

The Friends of Tolson’s Chapel, who acquired the property and has studied and restored it meticulously, approached the National Capital Region NHL Program about designating it a NHL.  So NCR pursued a Task Agreement with the Organization of American Historians who had recently joined the Chesapeake Watershed CESU – this was one of the first task agreements with OAH after it joined.   

a National Historic Landmark nomination for the property in 2016.  Once designated, it will be the first A-A School & Church designated a NHL under the Reconstruction Era theme study.  It is an excellent, intact example of the types of schools established by recently freed enslaved peoples across the south just after the end of the Civil War.  The property holds additional resonance because of its proximity to the battle that allowed Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation, transforming the message behind the war from one of preservation of the Union to one to secure human freedom. 


Photo: Nancy Campbell (later Camel), a former slave in Sharpsburg, attended Tolson’s Chapel. She later donated a pulpit bible to the church, and left the church money in her will. 




The Research 
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Left: See “Col’d Church,” left middle. This is Tolson’s Chapel. 
Top Right: April 1868 Teacher’s Monthly School Report from the Freedmen’s Bureau records. At the time, the teacher called the Sharpsburg school “American Union.”
- Bottom Right: The interior of the building with a close-up of liquid slate blackboard discovered under layers of paint. 



The Nomination & Results
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Final products will be
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Photos: Public engagement at Tolson’s Chapel and School (both taken in 2015) 
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